
NOTICE OF COMMUNICATION TO PARISHIONERS OF 
CHRIST THE KING PARISH

FEBRUARY 28 & MARCH 1, 2026

For the last six years, the Diocese of Scranton has been working proactively to address the realities 
of our local church while striving to meet the opportunities and challenges of the coming decade. 
Acknowledging that fewer parishioners are supporting the mission of the church, in addition 
to a diminishing number of ordained priests and many parishes facing financial challenges and 
infrastructure issues, the Diocese created its Vision 2030 Pastoral Planning Process.

This planning process addresses the ongoing needs of parishes through the lens of four distinct 
priority drivers: 
      • People (Mass Attendance & Sacraments)			     • Condition of Facilities
      • Distribution and Availability of Clergy			     • Financial Viability of a Parish

When a concern regarding one or more priority drivers is present in a parish, or deemed critical by the needs of the parish or 
diocese overall, the Diocese of Scranton looks to make modifications to parishes in a proactive way so that the Gospel can 
be announced and the Church’s sacraments celebrated in vibrant parish communities. 

For more than a year and a half, the pastor, and members of both the Parish Finance Council and Parish Pastoral Council 
at Christ the King Parish have been meeting regularly to evaluate their parish’s position in light of the Vision 2030 
Priority Drivers. A comprehensive assessment of the parish’s two secondary worship sites - Sacred Heart of Mary Church, 
Jermyn, and Saint Mary of Czestochowa Church, Eynon - was conducted by A+E Group, an independent architecture and 
engineering firm, in October 2024. The report revealed more than $1 million in repairs and upgrades would be required 
across the properties of Christ the King Parish. Of that amount, Sacred Heart of Mary Church in Jermyn alone would require 
approximately $512,500 in repairs in the near term to address pressing maintenance and safety concerns.

Given current parish assets and financial realities, parish leaders determined it was not feasible to undertake all these 
necessary repairs. In addition to the infrastructure issues identified, Christ the King Parish has been experiencing significant 
changes in parish participation. Between 2018 and 2025, offertory at Sacred Heart of Mary Church decreased by 43 percent; 
the number of registered parishioners declined by 53 percent; and overall Mass attendance across the parish decreased by 45 
percent (from 1,238 people in 2018 to 685 today). With a seating capacity of 450 people, the single weekend Mass at Sacred 
Heart of Mary Church currently averages an occupancy rate of approximately 36 percent.

In the spirit of the Vision 2030 process, conversation and consultation have taken place within the Christ the King Parish 
community. The consultation has included, but is not limited to, the following:

	 • In October 2024, A+E Group conducted physical needs assessments of both Sacred Heart of Mary Church, 		
		  Jermyn, and Saint Mary of Czestochowa Church, Eynon.

	 • On November 3, 2024, Father Ryan Glenn, pastor, published a “State of the Parish” report to all parishioners 		
		  that provided Vision 2030 priority driver information, including Sacramental numbers and financial data.

	 • On January 6, 2025, Parish and Finance Council members began meeting to review the results of the physical 		
		  needs assessments conducted at both secondary worship sites. 

	 • Throughout the month of February 2025, information was published in the parish bulletin for all parishioners. 		
		  This included a five-year trend of parish life statistics on Feb. 1 & 2; the findings of the physical 			 
		  needs assessments on Feb. 8 & 9; and parish goals for 2025 and 2026 on Feb. 15 & 16.

	 • On March 10, 2025, the Parish Pastoral Council met to continue reviewing the physical needs assessments and 		
		  looking at ways to move forward. 

	 • On May 7, 2025, a Parish-wide Information Session was held to discuss and solicit feedback from parishioners 		
		  on how best to move forward given the identified Vision 2030 priority drivers of decreasing Mass 			
		  attendance, in addition to the significant infrastructure repairs identified. The presentation 			 
		  included information on property utilization and monthly occupancy costs for all parish sites. Those 		
		  in attendance were given the opportunity to ask questions and share feedback during the meeting.



	 • On September 23, 2025, the Parish Pastoral Council met again to continue discussions 	
		  and began discussing the possibility of relegating (or closing) Sacred Heart of 	
		  Mary Church.
	
	 • On October 21, 2025, Parish and Finance Council members met to continue 		
		  discussion on the Vision 2030 priority drivers and reached consensus that it 	
	 	 would be in the best financial interest of Christ the King Parish to recommend 	
		  relegation (closure) of Sacred Heart of Mary Church.
	
	 • On Jan. 17 & 18, 2026, and Jan. 24 & 25, 2026, additional bulletin inserts focused on 	
		  all Vision 2030 priority drivers were published to the entire parish via the 	
		  bulletin. These inserts included the latest Mass attendance and census numbers.
	
	 • On Thursday, Jan. 29, 2026, a Parish-wide Information Session was held regarding the possible relegation 		
		  (closure) of Sacred Heart of Mary Church, Jermyn. Several dozen parishioners were in attendance. Those 		
		  in attendance were given the opportunity to ask questions and share feedback during the meeting.
	
	 • On February 17, 2026, Bishop Joseph C. Bambera consulted the Diocesan Presbyteral Council (a consultative 		
		  body of priests from throughout the Diocese) regarding the closure of Sacred Heart of Mary Church, 		
		  Jermyn. Following a presentation of data gathered from this process and any concerns raised by 			 
		  the Parish and Finance Councils and the parish-wide meetings, the Presbyteral Council voted and 			
	 	 provided a unanimous recommendation for the modification brought before members.

As a result of this conversation and consultation, on February 18, 2026, Bishop Bambera signed a formal decree (which 
is a document that formalizes a decision within the Church) to best address the spiritual needs of the faithful as well as the 
needs of the Diocese of Scranton. 

   The contents of the decree are as follows:

	 1. Sacred Heart of Mary Church, 624 Madison Avenue, Jermyn, will be permanently closed as of June 7, 		
	 2026. The future of the property will be determined by Christ the King Parish, in consultation with the Diocese of 
	 Scranton, but will conform with Catholic faith and morals and with its dignity as a former place of divine worship.

	 2. A Closing Mass for Sacred Heart of Mary Church, Jermyn, will take place on June 7, 2026.

According to Church law, diocesan bishops alone have the power to “erect, suppress or alter parishes” but can only do so 
after speaking to the Presbyteral Council and consulting parishioners. Throughout this process, the diocesan bishop needs 
to be certain that people will have access to another nearby place of worship. In this case, Bishop Bambera has determined 
that Christ the King Parish has already proven it has more than adequate resources to serve the liturgical and sacramental 
needs of the parish community.

The full text of the official decree regarding the relegation of Sacred Heart of Mary Church is available on the Vision 2030 
page of the Diocese of Scranton website and is available upon request from Father Ryan Glenn at Christ the King Parish.
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